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Icebreaker

As your school community welcomes newcomer 

students, what are you excited about? What are 

you feeling a little apprehensive about?



Overview

ÅWho are Maineôs Newcomer Students?

ÅStrategies for Welcoming and Inclusion

ÅInstructional & Socioemotional Tools



Learning Objectives

ÅI can describe the communities of some of Maineôs 

newcomer students and their typical experiences before 

arriving here.

Å I can identify specific ways to include newcomer 

students and their families in our school community.

Å I can identify some basic instructional and 

socioemotional tools to support newcomers.





Newcomer Students

Newcomer multilingual learners* (MLs) are students with at 

least one primary/home language other than English who 

are not yet proficient in English. They may also be:

ïRefugees

ïAsylum seekers or asylees

ïChildren of migrant workers

ïGifted & talented

ïStudents with limited or interrupted formal education (SLIFE)

ïStudents with disabilities

ïExperiencing homelessness 

ïStudents with adverse childhood experiences (ACES)

*Honoring and Celebrating All Languages Spoken By Maine 

Students With the Shift to Multilingual Learners Terminology

https://mainedoenews.net/2022/03/29/honoring-and-celebrating-all-languages-spoken-by-maine-students-with-the-shift-to-multilingual-learners-terminology/


What are their rights?

ÅAll children residing in Maine have the right to attend 

school (Plyler v. Doe).

ÅMultilingual learners (MLs) have the right to ESOL 

services by a qualified teacher and support in all their 

classes by teachers trained to meet their needs (English 

Learners Dear Colleague Letter).

ÅParents/guardians have the right to 

interpretation/translation in order to communicate with 

school staff (LEP Parents Fact Sheet).

See Legal Rights of Students who are English Learners for more information.

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201405.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-factsheet-lep-parents-201501.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGfwlHYp5i4&t=5205s


Newcomers & McKinney-Vento

Many of our most recently arrived families qualify for 

support under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 

Act, due to living in emergency or transitional housing such 

as motels/hotels.

McKinney-Vento-eligible students are guaranteed:

Å Free, appropriate public education

Å The right to remain in a school where theyôve been attending or 

enroll in the school where they currently reside

Å Immediate enrollment, regardless of documentation

Å Transportation to school

Amelia Lyons

McKinney-Vento Education Consultant

amelia.lyons@maine.gov

https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/safeschools/counseling/highmobility/homelessed
mailto:amelia.lyons@maine.gov


Where are our newcomers coming from?

An estimated 

5 million people 

have been displaced 

in this region



Democratic Republic of the Congo

A B

C D



Focus on Culture: Democratic Republic of the Congo

Languages: French, Kiswahili, Kikongo, Tshiluba, Kinyarwanda, 

Lingala, and some English

Education System: 

Å Begins at age 6-7

Å Mixed age classrooms with one teacher for all subjects

Å Boys have higher rates of schooling than girls

Å National exam in 6th grade determines if student will proceed to 

secondary

Å Discipline may be physical

Social Customs:

Å Handshakes for greeting and leaving

Å Asking about health and family shows respect

Å Reverence for elders

Å Childcare is communal, including older siblings

Å Strong tribal affiliations

Å Traditional gender roles

https://www.worldatlas.com/m

aps/democratic-republic-of-

the-congo

https://usahello.org/how-to-help/for-teachers/cultural-background-resources/dr-congolese-students/

Congolese Community 

of Maine

https://www.worldatlas.com/maps/democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://usahello.org/how-to-help/for-teachers/cultural-background-resources/dr-congolese-students/
https://www.facebook.com/Cocomaine01
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Focus on Culture: Angola

Languages: Portuguese, Lingala, Bantu languages, and many 

other local languages

Education System:
Å Compulsory education ages 7-11

Å Boys have higher rates of schooling than girls

Å Open air schools are common

Å Large, mixed age classes

Å Discipline may be physical

Social Customs:
Å Handshakes for greeting and leaving

Å Asking about health and family shows respect

Å Reverence for elders

Å Childcare is communal, including older siblings

Å Strong tribal affiliations

Å Traditional gender roles
https://www.worldatlas.com/ma

ps/angola

https://www.justlanded.com/english/Angola

Angolan Community of 

Maine

https://www.worldatlas.com/maps/angola
https://www.justlanded.com/english/Angola
https://www.facebook.com/Angolan-Community-Of-Maine-1799849406944217


Seeking Asylum



Journey to the US Border

Source: Migration Policy Institute


